
Notes from Wyoming Medium Correctional Institution (WMCI) Prison Community Partnership 
Committee Meeting 
January 14, 2009 – County Court room 
Notes taken by Melinda Brazzale 

 
 Meeting called to order by Chairman Bob Mayor. 
 
 Welcome to new PCPC members:  Doug Chamberlain, representing real estate; Steve Smith, 

representing health care service providers; and Frances Dooley-Baker, representing the 
community-at-large and inmate families.  Both Doug and Steve were in attendance; however, 
Frances was ill and could not attend. 

 
 Everyone introduced him/herself.  The following were in attendance. PCPC Committee 

members: Mike Carr, Doug Chamberlain, Sue Davis, Tim Ellis, Bob Mayor, Don Murphy, 
Gary Olson, Rick Patterson, Jeff Robertson, Karen Smith, Steve Smith, Sam Wagner, Earl 
Warren; ex-officio member Leroy Schafer  Community members: Doug Brown, Layton 
Construction; Bev Burroughs, First State Bank; Steve Feagler, First State Bank; Gary Herdt; 
Lisa Johnson, Goshen County Economic Development; Misty Kaufman, Pinnacle Bank; 
Tiphanie Lofink, First National Bank; Gilbert Servantez, Department of Workforce Services; 
Kendra Stienmetz, First National Bank; Bob Taylor, Goshen County surveyor; Deidre 
Newman; WDOC staff members: Jason Bauer, Torrington Field Services; Rob Branham, 
Wheatland Field Services; Melinda Brazzale, Cheyenne; Greg Davis, Wyoming State 
Penitentiary; Garry Halter, Wyoming Women’s Center; Polly Helzer, WMCI; Dee Herdt, 
WMCI; Ken Keller, Wyoming Honor Farm; Bob Kiser, Cheyenne; Jerry Muse, Cheyenne Field 
Services; Bernice Madvig, WMCI; Mike Pacheco, WMCI; Brenda Reedy, Cheyenne; John 
Rinaker, WMCI;  Media: Jerry Abbott, Torrington Telegram; Sandra Hansen, Scottsbluff 
Herald 

 
 2008 Chairman Bob Mayor “passed the gavel” to 2009 Chairman Rick Patterson and said a few 

words about his year as chairman. 
 

 WMCI Deputy Warden Mike Pacheco thanked Bob Mayor and presented him with a plaque of 
appreciation for his service. 

 
 Minutes from October 29. 2009 were passed unanimously. 

 
 Update on construction:  Doug Brown said that he, Mike Pacheco, Bob Kiser, John Rinaker 

and Dee Herdt walked the construction today.  There are about 300 people on-site working on 
the construction at this time.  By April or May they will start running the building equipment to 
test it.  There are many workers from Goshen County and Nebraska.  Since the onset of 
construction Doug said that they’ve trained a total 1,000 construction workers so he knows that 
that many have been on the site at some time.  Some parts of construction are ahead of 
schedule; some are on schedule.  Things look good. 

 
 WDOC recruiting update, Brenda Reedy, WDOC Recruiting Manager. Brenda introduced 

new WMCI HR Manager, Bernice Madvig who will start on the job around February 1.  She is 
currently the HR Manager at the Wyoming Women’s Center.  She’ll be working out of 

 



 

 
 Gilbert Servantez, Center Supervisor at the Torrington office of the Department of 

Workforce Services, talked about their correctional officer testing.  He explained the function 
of their office and encouraged people to contact them about jobs at the WMCI.  He commented 
that his office has been receiving calls from all over the country, asking about jobs at the 
WMCI. 

 
 Warden Ken Keller, gave a presentation of the Wyoming Honor Farm.  He included 

photos, history, mission and programs at the WHF.  This presentation concluded the “tour” that 
the PCPC members have been making of all WDOC institutions.  Over the past three years, 
PCPC members have toured the Wyoming State Penitentiary, Wyoming Women’s Center, and 
the Wyoming Honor Conservation Camp & Boot Camp.  The group determined that Riverton 
was a fair distance to travel in a day, so they had requested a presentation in Torrington. 

 
 Chairman Patterson asked for nominations for 2nd vice chair, as he has moved into the 

chairman’s position and Sue Davis is now 1st vice chair.  After discussion, the membership 
voted to table this topic until the April meeting.  Chairman Patterson will pursue an applicant. 

 
 New WMCI Deputy Director Mike Pacheco discussed his vision for the future of the PCPC and 

suggested that he and the department will be asking for the assistance of the committee for 
things such as helping with incoming staff – making them feel welcome in the community, 
introducing them to other people, helping them find services.  He expressed his enthusiasm for 
the future and his desire to work with the community of Torrington as the prison is in the start-
up phase and into the operation. 

 
 Next meeting will be Wednesday, April 15 (the third Wednesday of the month, rather than the 

second); and at Eastern Wyoming College, 3200 W. “C” – NEW LOCATION – exact room to 
be determined. 

 
 Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 
### 


