Notes from Wyoming Medium Correctional Institution (WMCI) Prison Community
Partnership Committee Meeting

October 29 2008 — County Commissioners’ meeting room

Notes taken by Melinda Brazzale

e Meeting called to order by Chairman Bob Mayor.

e Everyone introduced him/herself. The following were in attendance. PCPC
Committee members: Mike Carr, Sue Davis, Don Dungan, Tim Ellis, Steve
Fullmer, Dee Ludwig, Donald Murphy, Rhonda Schulte, Karen M. Smith, Bob
Mayor, Gary Olson, Richard Patterson, Paul Puebla, Jeff Robertson, and Earl
Warren; Community members: Jim Baker, Frances Dooley-Baker, Lisa Johnson,
Leroy J. Schafer; WDOC staff members: Jason Bauer, Melinda Brazzale, Sherry
Brendel and canine Porter, Dixie Elder, Garry Halter, Wendy Halter, Polly
Helzer, William Moore, Tony Neider, Pete Norris, Brenda Reedy, John C.
Rinaker; Linda Swartwood, Media: Kevin Bottrell, Torrington Telegram; Sandra
Hansen, Scottsbluff Herald

e Update on construction: John Rinaker, Assistant Facilities Operation Manager for
WDOC, gave an update. Construction is right on schedule. Mayor Leroy
Schafer talked about the water supply.

e WDOOC recruiting update, Brenda Reedy, WDOC Recruiting Manager. Brenda
explained the positions that are being hired for now (includes HR manager,
assistant HR manager, clerical position and deputy warden). The bulk of the rest
of the positions will be advertised in spring 2009 and start filling in June 2009.
People were advised to refer to the department’s website.

e WDOC Training Academy and plans for WMCI training. Pete Norris, Training
Academy manager gave a Power Point presentation on the WDOC training
program. He emphasized that out of the many hours of training, a small
percentage are geared towards use of force. Uniformed staff are required to take
10 weeks of training and non-uniformed staff are required to take five weeks of
training. All training for the new prison will take place at Camp Guernsey in
Guernsey, Wyoming, which will be convenient. Staff can stay at the camp to
sleep and eat, or they can commute to Torrington.

e Major Bill Moore and Lieutenant Wendy Halter gave a Power Point presentation
on the investigative process. Sergeant Sherry Brendel and her canine Porter gave
a search demonstration. All folks willingly stayed in the room and the drugs were
found where planted!

e Chairman Bob Mayor said that most members who can serve second terms have
agreed to stay on the committee for two more years, from 1/09 to 1/11. At that
point they must take a year’s break before they can serve again. They are: Sue
Davis, Don Dungan, Martin Gubbels, Don Murphy, Rick Patterson, Jeff



Ideas for programs for coming year. Bob Mayor asked for input. Melinda will
check on having staff from the Wyoming Honor Farm in Riverton come talk to
the group at the January meeting. This will round out the “tours” to the other
WDOC institutions. In the summer we might ask for a tour of the Guernsey
training facility. Other ideas will be explored.

It was also suggested that as this is a “partnership” committee, the department
needs assistance from the committee from time-to-time. The department needs
information in their recruiting efforts such as housing availability and who to
contact, secondary employment opportunities (for spouses), what does the
community have to offer, schools. Sue Davis said that she would work with
Rhonda Schulte to gather this information and relay it to Brenda Reedy, the
WDOC Recruiting manager.

Next PCPC meeting: Wednesday, January 14, 2009, 6-8 p.m. at the Torrington
county commissioners’ meeting room. Agenda items will include passing of the
gavel from outgoing Chairman Bob Mayor to new Chairman Rick Patterson, and
voting on a new second vice chair. Sue Davis will move into the first vice-chair
position.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.



