
Notes from Wyoming Medium Correctional Institution (WMCI) 
October 17, 2007 – 5 p.m., the prison site, followed by a meeting in the County 
Commissioners’ meeting room, Torrington 
Notes taken by Melinda Brazzale 
 
At 5 p.m. the committee and others met at the prison site.  Doug Brown, project 
superintendent for Layton Construction and his staff: Alex Rakisits, Senior Project 
Manager, and Jeff Beckstrom, Superintendent. Doug had a drawing of the site, oriented 
us, and then we caravanned behind him, stopping at several places around the 
construction where he explained what we were looking at.  The group was pleased with 
the exposure to the site, had questions that were answered. 
 
We then reconvened at the county commissioners’ meeting room. Meeting was called to 
order by Chairman Dee Ludwig.  Everyone introduced him/herself.   
 
Members in attendance were: Sue Davis, Don Dungan, Steve Fullmer, Charles Lowry, 
Dee Ludwig, Bob Mayor, Richard Patterson, Gary Olson, Karen Smith, Earl Warren, and 
exofficio members, Leroy Schafer and Robert Ward.  
 
Others attending were: Marilyn Baird; Linda Schafer; Brenda Reedy, WDOC Recruiting 
Manager; Melinda Brazzale, WDOC Public Information Officer; Patrick Keppler, 
WDOC Prison Division Administrator; Scott Abbott, WDOC Prison Division Chief of 
Operations; Bob Kiser, WDOC Facilities Operation Manager; John Rinaker, WDOC 
Assistant Facilities Operation Manager; and Doug Brown, Layton Construction. 
 
Media present: Kevin Bottrell, Torrington Telegram; and Sandra Hansen, Scottsbluff 
Herald. 
 
Dee distributed the new Torrington Prison News, dated October 2007.  Melinda will e-
mail to all members, mail to those who don’t have e-mail, and encouraged members to 
widely distribute.  Sue Davis said that it will be placed on the Chamber’s web page. 
 
An election was held for 2nd vice chair of the PCPC, to start January 2008.  Sue Davis 
was unanimously elected. Bob Mayor will be the new chairman and Rick Patterson will 
be the new 1st vice chairman (moving from their current positions). 
 
Dee went through the existing membership and asked if those whose terms will expire in 
January 2008 would consider serving a second 2-year term. The PCPC by-laws allow for 
one additional term in a row.  People continuing on for a second term are Sue Davis, 
Steve Fullmer, Pastor Curtis Hill, Bob Mayor, Gary Olson, and Earl Warren. Dee will 
contact those who were not present or not known:  Susan Ducheneaux, Tim Ellis, Roger 
Humphrey, Paul Puebla.  Also, names will need to be submitted to fill Toby Lewis’ slot 
that expires in January 2009 because he has resigned.  Dee asked for names to be 
submitted to her. 
 
Book Collection Project 



Dee and Linda Schafer discussed the book collection for the new prison.  Rotary Club of 
Torrington had a campaign to collect books for the Challenge Program in Guernsey and it 
was so successful that they have many additional books.  They have a location where 
books can be stored in anticipation of the opening of the new prison, even if it’s several 
years.  Melinda suggested that the other prisons might need books and suggested she 
connect Linda and Dee with Betty Abbott, the WDOC education manager.  Linda and 
Dee asked her to do that. 
 
Recruiting 
Brenda Reedy gave a very complete overview of the WDOC recruiting efforts for the 
department and talked about ideas for the prison.  She distributed info on pay, types of 
jobs, training criteria. She emphasized that a recruiting plan for the new prison has not 
been finalized. 
 
Next meeting 
Scheduled tentatively for Wednesday, January 16, 2008. 
 
Update, as of October 19:  Linda Schafer and Melinda have been e-mailing back and 
forth and Betty Abbott has forwarded information about the book project to the education 
managers at each of the prison.  To date Bill Schnackenberg, the Education Manager at 
the Wyoming State Penitentiary, has connected with Linda encouraging the donation of 
books, and specifying the types.  “Wyoming State Penitentiary is always looking for 
donated soft cover novels (no hard cover) for use by inmates in the areas of: mystery, 
Western, self-help, recovery, wholesome living, historical novels, etc. We tend to stay 
away from the occult, violence-strewn themes, and people-using/abusing themes. 
Additionally, books that are educational are appropriate.” 
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