
We are very pleased 
to establish a partner-
ship with Goshen 
County.  The Wyo-
ming Department of 
Corrections looks 
upon our building 
this new prison in 
Torrington as a long-
term beneficial rela-
tionship between the 
department and the 
community.  An im-
portant component 

of this relationship is, 
and will continue to 
be, open communi-
cation between the 
WDOC  and the resi-
dents of Goshen 
County. Be active.  
Participate. Ask ques-
tions.  This is the only 
way this relationship 
will work. 
 

Bob Lampert 

APRIL 2007 

WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 
WYOMING MEDIUM CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION 
PRISON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE 

The WMCI Prison Community 
Partnership Committee has 
community-minded members 
who are enjoying learning 
more about the Wyoming 
Department of Corrections. 
Last year we toured the Wyo-
ming State Penitentiary in 
Rawlins and are looking for-
ward to a tour of the Wyo-
ming Women’s Center in 
Lusk this year. Our meetings 
are held quarterly, and we 
welcome public participation. 

Agenda items include up-
dates and progress reports 
along with specific topics 
such as housing or childcare 
impact issues. Gary Olson 
chaired our first year of the 
PCPC and now I’m enjoying 
serving as chair for 2007. I 
invite community members to 
call me with issues or con-
cerns at any time. 
 

 Dee Ludwig 

A Message from the 
director of the wdoc 

A message from the chair 
of the pcpc 

TORRINGTON PRISON NEWS 

April 25, 2007—6:00 p.m. 

County Commissioners’ Room 

July 18, 2007—Mid-Day 

Trip  to Wyoming Women’s Center 

October 17, 2007—6:00 p.m. 

County Commissioners’ Room 

Torrington 

Torrington 
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changing floor finishes, redes-
igning the metal support build-
ings, modifying the administra-
tion building, and reducing the 
redundancy in heating and cool-
ing equipment.  

The only major change from the 
original master plan has been 
the elimination of 12 beds that 
had been originally included for 
the housing of female inmates 
with heightened medical needs. 
Otherwise, in addition to serving 
as the state’s recep-
tion/classification center for 
male inmates, it has been de-
signed to house general popula-
tion inmates involved in work 
activities, workforce develop-
ment and prison industry. This 
facility will also provide for hous-
ing and treatment of inmates 
with heightened risks for medi-
cal, mental health, substance 
abuse, basic adult education, 
and other treatment or pro-

Work on the new medium secu-
rity prison to be located in Tor-
rington is back on track follow-
ing the approval of $37,435,033 
in additional funding by the 59th 
Session of the Wyoming Legisla-
ture. According to WDOC Direc-
tor, Bob Lampert, preparatory 
work began last fall with the 
fencing of the site, grading of 
the utility corridor and the con-
struction of a new county road 
that will connect Highway 26 
and Sheep Creek Road just to 
the east of the location for the 
new prison. Though signage 
won’t appear for several more 
weeks, the public is reminded 
that the site is State-owned and 
has controlled access. No one 
but authorized employees or 
contractors are allowed on-site.  

“General grading of the site was 
completed in February and the 
equipment needed to begin 
deep compaction of the soil ar-
rived in March,” Lampert said. 
“Meanwhile, we are continuing 
the value engineering, planning 
and redesign necessary to make 
sure the prison will be com-
pleted within budget. That proc-
ess will also help us insure that 
we have an appropriate amount 
of contingency remaining to ac-
count for any unanticipated 
costs that can occur in any large 
construction project.”  

To date, WDOC and their con-
sultants have been successful in 
retaining almost all of the origi-
nal programming space within 
the new prison, while reducing 
the total expected price. Much 
of the cost savings realized as a 
result of the value engineering 
process has come as a result of 
such things as redesigning roofs, 

gramming needs, according to 
Lampert.  

Lampert also indicated that 
longer-term, higher-custody 
male inmates will continue to be 
housed at the Wyoming State 
Penitentiary in Rawlins early in 
their sentences, even after the 
Torrington facility is opened. 
Those inmates will be able to 
take advantage of the traditional 
work and education programs 
available to them at WSP, as 
long as they maintain clear disci-
plinary records and engage in 
case plan required treatment 
programs. They can then even-
tually earn their way to Torring-
ton for more intensive treatment 
and programming, as they be-
gin to prepare for transition 
through minimum facilities or 
community corrections centers 
back into Wyoming communi-
ties from prison.  

Story Continues on Page 3 
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Torrington Prison Receives Final 
Funding and Work Moves Forward  
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Torrington Prison Receives Final Funding 
and Work Moves Forward (Continued) 
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“The Torrington prison will be an 
essential piece of a much more 
seamless correctional system,” 
Lampert stated. “With the beds and 
supporting programs it will offer 
our inmates, we anticipate we will 
be better able to provide the kinds 
of evidence-based practices and 
reentry that have been proven to 
reduce the rate of return to prison.”  

The project is expected to take 
about 26 months to complete. 
Layton Construction, which is the 
construction management firm un-
der contract with the state, antici-
pates that most of the early work 
will be completed using local area 
sub-contractors and laborers for the 
bulk of the excavation and con-
crete work. During the peak sum-
mer construction period, according 
to Layton, Torrington can expect 
somewhere between 50 to 100 ad-
ditional construction workers to 
seek temporary housing, with the 
rest commuting to and from the 
work site. Layton anticipates a man-
agement staff of eight, with two of 
those from the Torrington area.  

Following construction, the Wyo-
ming Medium Correctional Institution 
will employ around 340 staff and will 
house up to 690 inmates. “It’s full 
speed ahead,” Lampert said. “I hope 
that affordable housing starts and 
secondary employment markets in 
Torrington are gearing up now, be-
cause we'll be opening before you 
know it!”  

Various views of the prison site. 
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Wyoming medium correctional institution 
site plan 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WMCI OR PCPC CONTACT: 
 

Dr. Dee Ludwig, Eastern Wyoming College, (307) 532-8221 or e-mail at dee.ludwig@ewc.wy.edu 

Or 

Melinda Brazzale, Public Information Officer, WDOC, (307) 777-6085 or e-mail at mbrazz@wdoc.state.wy.us 


